
 

 

 

 

   

    
     

   

7¾” Max 

Rise 

 Handrails are required on 

any flight of stairs having 

four or more risers. 

Guards Required at a Minimum of 

34” and a Maximum of 38” Height 

where Stair is Elevated More Than 

30”. The Top Rail May Serve As 

The Handrail For Stairs Providing It 

Meets The Graspability 

Requirements. The Top Rail May 

Serve As Handrail For Stairs.  

 

 

Sphere 6” Cannot 

Pass Through. 

Sphere 4” Cannot 

Pass Through. 

If Handrails are 

on Both Sides 

27” Min Clear 

Space 

 
If Handrail Is 

On One Side 
Only 31½” Min 

Clear Space 

36” Min Clear 

Width 

6’8” Min 

Head Room 

Height 

Handrail 

Height 

34” Min. 

38” Max. 

Projections Permitted 
Above 6’8” Height 

Such as Light Fixtures. 

Type I  

Circular Handrail 

Width 1¼ ” Min. 2” Max.  

Diameter or Provide 

Equivalent Graspability. 

Type I 

Noncircular Handrail 

Must Have A Perimeter Of 4” 

Min. 6¼” Max With A Max Cross 

Section Dimension of 2¼”  

10” Min 

Run 

Tread Depth, Riser Height, and 

Nosing Projections May Not 

Vary More Than 3/8” In The 

Entire Run Of The Stair. 

Tread Overhang Required When 

Tread is Less Than 11” in Depth. 

 

Overhang Depths 

Min. ¾” 

Max 1¼” 

Minimum of 36” Guards 

Required On Raised 

Platforms (Landings) 

When Elevated More 

Than 30”. Ladder Type 

Designs Are Not 

Acceptable. 

Open Risers Permitted If 

Opening Is Less Than 4” 

1½” Minimum  

1¼” - 2½” 

≥ 1¾” 

≥ 3/8” 

≤ 7/8” 

≤ 3/4” 

≥ 5/16” Graspable Finger Recess Area 

is Required On Both Sides 

Type II 

Handrails With 

Perimeter > 6¼” 

Edges Shall Have A 

Min. Radius of .01” 

Sphere 4   ”  

Cannot 

Pass Through. 
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ROCHESTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 

DEPARTMENT OF  

BUILDING AND LICENSING SERVICES 

TELEPHONE: 603-332-3508 
 

Website: www.rochesternh.gov 

Online Portal: https://rochesternh.portal.opengov.com/ 


