
Rochester Conservation Commission

Minutes of the May 28, 2014
Public Hearing and Regular Meeting
(Approved  6-28-14)

Members Present:                                                        
Deborah Shigo, Chair

Michael Dionne, Vice Chair 
Meredeth Lineweber

Mark Jennings 

Jeffrey Winders

Members Absent:

Jack Hackett
Staff:  
Seth Creighton, Staff Planner
REGULAR MEETING
The Chair convened the regular meeting at 6:31 p.m.
Minutes: The regular meeting minutes of April 23rd  were reviewed.  Meredeth Lineweber motioned to accept the minutes, Mark Jennings  seconded the motion; the motion passed unanimously.
1) Conservation Overlay District:  None.
2) Dredge and Fill Application/Wetland Permit Application  
a) Presentation by GZA Geo Environmental and Review of NH DES Expedited Wetlands: Application for 38 Milton Rd, Tax-Map 215-21. Proposed culvert replacement. 

Tracy Tarr with GZA explained that this was a simple ‘in-kind’ culvert replacement at Gary’s Sports Bar, and that this project arose in relation to the PSNH transmission line work that had been occurring over the last several months; PSNH used the driveway which is located over this culvert to access their lines and as such agreed to replace this failed/crushed culvert.   Tracy Tarr explained that the NH Natural Heritage Bureau has records of rare/endangered Clustered and Button Sedges growing in this vicinity, but that this culvert replacement will not affect these plants.  Jeffrey Winders asked if the new culvert will be smooth, not corrugated, and if the rilling soil further up the driveway will be stabilized; Tracy Tarr said that neither of those are part of the proposal. 
Mark Jennings made a motioned to approve and signoff on the application, Michael Dionne seconded, all voted in favor; the motioned passed. 
b) Review of NH DES Standard Wetland Application for City of Rochester DPW Salmon Falls Road Improvement Project   

Seth Creighton presented the application on behalf of DPW and explained that the project is to realign/improve portions of Salmon Falls road for safety reasons.  Two wetland impacts are proposed, on is 100 sq ft, the other is 570 sq ft; the wetlands are manmade drainage ditches that have become wetlands over the years.   The Commission discussed the locations of these impacts and noted that the drainage which outlets onto Old Salmon Falls Rd needs to be addressed.  Michael Dionne and Jeffrey Winders noted that a culvert from Salmon Falls road causes erosion on Old Salmon Falls Rd and affects private properties.  The Commission discussed that the new culvert needs to be sized correctly and the outlet be stabilized and provide for treatment.
Deborah Shigo made a motion that stated the Commission was not concerned with the proposed 570 sq ft wetland impact to wetland H/I.  However, comments should be sent to NH DES to consider the following, relative to the 100 sq ft of wetland impact proposed at wetland Q/R: a) The proposed 15” culvert near station 109+00 be reviewed to ensure that the size is appropriate for present and future storm events;  b) The outlet of the above referenced culvert be improved over existing conditions (i.e.- stabilization, disbursement, etc..,) and provide treatment.   Michael Dionne seconded the motion; the motion passed unanimously. 
3) Discussion: None.
4) Old Business: Hope Farm Easement– The Commission discussed the status of the draft easement language, and the need to expedite this project. Chair Deborah Shigo explained that a quote for surveying services was submitted by Norway Plains; the quote was for surveying only, no legal descriptions, etc…; the fee was noted to be $1,000.  Mark Jennings motioned to accept this quote and allow for up to $2,000 to be spent for the surveying and for legal descriptions, and if projected costs and conditions differ from these Staff and/or the Commission Chair are to call the Commission members and obtain a consensus to spend additional funds.  Michael Dionne seconded the motion, all voted in favor, the motion passed unanimously.

The members agreed that the original deadline of June 30th is no longer feasible, but an end of July time frame is more feasible, though will require that the assisting consultant be focused. 

5) Violations: The Commission expressed concern with ponding stormwater and wetland buffer cutting at the Family Dollar which is currently under construction on Milton Rd.  Seth Creighton said that the Family Dollar lot is one of three contiguous lots which have been recently disturbed, and that some of the problems were on the other two lots.  Jeffrey Winders said that he is sure that there has been overcutting (into wetlands) on the Family Dollar lot, and that the next lot up was wetland but has now been filled and used as a landing for the logging.  Seth Creighton said that staff was aware of some minor overcutting, and that DPW would be inspecting the property on a regular basis.
6) Correspondence: Seth Creighton noted that “The History and Economics of the NH Dairy Industry” book was sent to the Commission at no charge and the book is available for viewing in the Planning office.  Meredeth Lineweber commented that she was familiar with this book and that it had been published for a while, and that the library might have a copy.

7)  Notice of Intent to Cut Wood or Timber / Intent to Excavate:
a) Notice of Intent to Cut: Chestnut Hill Rd (Map/Lot: 206-7)

b) Notice of Intent to Cut: Cross Rd (Map/Lot: 203-20)

The Commission discussed the location of these cuts.  Mark Jennings asked how much timber tax these parcels would be paying to the City; no one could answer that question, but it was suggested that the Assessing Dept should be able to answer that.  A general discussion about timber values ensued. 
8) Reports:  None.
9) New Business: None.
10) Other Business: a) Chair Deborah Shigo discussed current and upcoming available  grants.

b) Seth Creighton updated the Commission on the status of the Green Infrastructure grant work.
c) There was discussion regarding proper care and maintenance of City owned street trees, 

 vegetation, and parks. The Commission asked City Councilor Mac Kittredge to bring this back to the City Council.
d) City Councilor Mac Kittredge was present and asked the Commission for direction regarding recent cutting of vegetation PSNH had done at/near Wellsweep acres.  Mac Kittredge asked who would be replanting this area.  The Commission asked if PSNH had an easement; Mac Kittredge didn’t know.  The Commission said they would look into this but there might not be anything that could be done.   Mac Kittredge didn’t feel this cutting was right.  Seth Creighton said that Staff cannot become involved in civil matters – if PSNH has rights on/over private property, then the matter is to be resolved between the parties involved. Chair Deborah Shigo asked Seth Creighton to send her any information he might have on this matter.
11) Non-Public Session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3 II(d):- (if necessary), Discussion of acquisition of real property (recent site walks/LACE sheets)
At 7:57 Michael Dionne motioned to go into non pubic, Meredeth Lineweber seconded, the motion passed unanimously.
At 9:10 pm the public session resumed.

Adjournment:
At 9:10 p.m. Michael Dionne made a motion to adjourn; Jeffrey Winders seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Seth Creighton, Staff Planner
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