
Rochester Conservation Commission

Minutes of the April 23, 2014 (Approved on 5-28-14)
Public Hearing and Regular Meeting
Members Present:                                                        
Michael Dionne, Vice Chair 
Jack Hackett

Meredeth Lineweber

Mark Jennings 

Jeffrey Winders (arrived at 6:42 pm)

Members Absent:

Deborah Shigo, Chair (excused)

Staff:  
Seth Creighton, Staff Planner
REGULAR MEETING
The Vice Chair convened the regular meeting at 6:30 p.m.
Minutes: The meeting minutes of March 26 were reviewed.  Mark Jennings suggested that grammatical revisions be made.  Mark Jennings motioned to accept the minutes with revisions, Meredeth Lineweber seconded the motion; the motion passed unanimously.
1) Conservation Overlay District:  None.
2) Discussion: City Councilor Mac Kittredge was present to ‘watch and learn’ what the Conservation Commission does.  The Commission invited Mac Kittredge to ask any questions that he had.  A lengthy discussion ensued regarding everything from the Conservation Commission’s mission statement and purpose, Conservation 
Commission funds, to communication between City boards and committees, and general discussion regarding City, National, International politics. 
3) Old Business: 

a) Review of Draft RFP for Consulting Services – The Commission discussed and approved   final language to include in a RFP; the purpose of the RFP is to seek qualified professionals who can be on-call to assist the Commission with land acquisition services.

b) Review of Hope Farm easement language – The Commission reviewed and offered comments on a draft of the conservation easement for Hope Farm.  There was discussion about spelling errors, proposed driveways, septic systems, and natural resources…the Commission thought that these matters needed to be better addressed.  Seth Creighton will reach out to Bambi Miller and ask that she make these changes.
4) Dredge and Fill Application/Wetland Permit Application: Review of NH DES Expedited Wetlands Application for Installation of Underground Utilities through a Wetland Area at 13 Healthcare Dr, Map-Lot 243-39-3:  

Scott Lawler, an engineer from Norway Plains Associates, explained the project, anticipated daily site functions, and that it is currently before the Planning Board for Site Plan Review.   He is here tonight regarding a proposed wetland impact associated with underground electric/cable. Scott Lawler explained that the location of existing underground utilities prohibited the proposed utilities from being placed anywhere else but through a wetland.

Michael Dionne asked about an isolated square-shaped wetland near Rochester Hill Rd and Health Care Dr; Scott Lawler said that this was picked up by the wetland scientist during the High Intensity Soil Survey and wetland mapping.  Michael Dionne said that the wetlands on this site appear to be wet meadows, Scott Lawler agreed. Mark Jennings asked Scott Lawler to show where water and sewer lines are proposed; Scott Lawler pointed out the location and noted that these were outside of all wetland/wetland buffer areas.  Meredeth Lineweber explained the wetland drainage areas and development’s drainage area.   Jeffrey Winders asked what the structure will be used for, number of employees, etc…Scott Lawler re-explained the use, operations, etc…

Michael Dionne called for a motion.  Mark Jennings motioned to sign off on the DES application; Jack Hackett seconded, the motion passed unanimously.   Michael Dionne signed the application. 

5) Violations: The Commission noted that the new Family Dollar and abutting parcel (both on Milton Rd) have overcut and/or been altered without proper approvals. 

6) Correspondence: Mark Jennings made a motion to renew the Commission’s annual membership with Strafford Rivers Conservancy at a cost of $35.00; Jack Hackett seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
7)  Notice of Intent to Cut Wood or Timber / Intent to Excavate:
a) Notice of Intent to Excavate: Farmington Rd (Map/Lot: 216-11), Granite Ridge Marketplace

b) Notice of Intent to Excavate: Rochester Neck Rd (Map/Lots: 266-6&7), Pike Industries
c) Notice of Intent to Excavate: Chestnut Hill Rd (Map/Lot 216-39) 

The Commission had no concerns with these applications.

8) Reports:  Jack Hackett said he had recently visited the Park & Ride facility on Rt 202; he said it looked great, was stable, and clean.
9) New Business: None.
10) Other Business: None.
11) Non-Public Session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3 II(d):- (if necessary), Discussion of acquisition of real property (recent site walks/LACE sheets)
At 8:07 Jack Hackett motioned to go into non pubic, Jeffrey Winders seconded, the motion passed unanimously.
At 8:53 pm the public session resumed.

Adjournment:
At 8:54 p.m. Mark Jennings made a motion to adjourn; Michael Dionne seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Seth Creighton, Staff Planner
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