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Strafford Rockingham Regional Council

1 Weter Street, Exeter, New Hampshire

Phone: (603) 778-0885
TOWN: Rochester COUNTY: Strafford UTH: 719 ;p 339825 4y 4796385
SURVEY NUMBER: 43 USGS QUAD: Berwick Quad 157 series
COMMON NAME: The Masonic Temple FUNCTIONAL TYPE: o io1
HISTORIC NAME:  The Masonic Temple PRESENT USE:  Commercial
LOCATION: 31 Hanson Streat ARCHITECT/BUILDER; Unknown
GHRER: Maconic Bullding Assoc. coMniTion: Exc.  Good XFair. Poor. Ruins
ADDRESS 31 HBanson 5t.. Rochester, NH INTEGRITY Dngaqai STiD X Moved o
) ) P S " {When:
MAP & PARCEL #: 51/199 P20~ 358
DATE: C. 1910 Major alterations & date: Unknown
SOURCE :Date stone .
STYLE :Neo Classic LEVEL/SIGNIFICANCE: MNatl State LocalX
GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Structural sSystem
1. FOUNDATION: Stone  Brick  Concrete  Concrete Block Sandstone
2. WALL STRUCTURE: Wood Frame__ Fost & Beam_ Ballon Frame  Other
Load Bearing Masonry fone_ Brick  Concrete BTeryum_Gther_m'
Metal  Iron  Steeiy Other
Other
3. WALL. COVERING: Clapboard  Wood Shingie  Board & Batten  Sh ip?ﬁpmm_ﬁluminum‘
' Movelty  Stucco  Stone  Brick xSheet Metel _ Asphait Shingles__ Vinyl
Asphalt Sheeting  Composite Board  Other o
4. ROOF SHEATHING: Wood Shingle  Apshalt Shingle  Standing Seam Tim _ State
Pressed Metal  Sheet Metal  Rolled Asphalt _ Other
5. ENGINEERING STRUCTURE:
6. OTHER: o
# of Stories 3 # of Bays > Approx. Dimensions 70" X 70 1/1 Sash
RooT Style: Gable  Hip  Gambrel  Flat x Shed _ Mansard _ Jerkinhead__
Monitor  Sawtooth  Cther _
Appendages: Porches  Towers  Dormers_ Bay Windows _ El1ls_ Chimneys_
Wings_ Cupolas___ Sheds_ Garage _ Other_ Fire escape (rear)
Entry Location: Center X Sidehall Ut her N
MAP (Indicate North in circiej: PHOTO
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ARDITIGNAL ARCHITECTURAL AND STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION:

The Masonic Hall, a monumental Neo Classic buillding is distinpulshed by its heavily-scale
detailing. 7The facade features paneled sandstone pilasters dividiog the upper storvies
inte five bays. The first story, with heavy quolns at each corner serves as a base for
the classical ordering cf the facade. The pilasters rige from a stone beltcourse above
the storefronts, terminating in Scamozzi capitals which support a full entablature with

a denticular cornice, and a parapet wall at the roofline. These elements continue along
the east elevation except there is a stone pilaster only in the first bay. Simpler brick
pilasters set off only rear bay of this wall.

The fenestration is an important element of the aymmetrical design, and on the facade
consists of paired 1/1 sash in the three central bavs, all topped by stone lintels. In
the side bays, single windows have keystones and corner blocks, a motif continued to the
first bay of the east elevation.

An inscription stone reading "Masonic Temple' is located at the midpoint of the facade’
center bay.

The storefronts remain intact on either side of the buillding's recessed central entry
which features paired doors and a transom. A pressed wmetal sign architrave spans the

sloredfoont-Laved.

RELATED STRUCTURES AND CONTEXT:

The Maszonilc Hall is on Chﬁ corner of Hanson Strest and Central Avenue. It is
related in height and proportion to the Farrington Block dmmediately to the west.

| BOURDARY AND ACREAGE DESCRIPTION: (10T s1ZE) 60 X 93

Mochester History Advisory Commitiee
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE {Fvaluation & Historical Associations):

EN
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Phe Wasonic Hall was dedicated July 4,1911, on property doni
Masonic have hJJiur 21ly occupisd the top two stories, rﬁpJJag {:o.1 ! :
iptreet 1GVOJ@ Ad,ujtbctuvaliv it is one of the more elaborate looonl @xamphe of the

o-Classical style, and dominates the siyeeteoape on Hanson street.
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SURRCUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Open Land  Woodland_ Scattered Bides_ Moderately Built Uy
Densely Built Up_ - Residential ~ Commevcial_y Industrial__ Agricultural

Roadside Strip 9@V010pme1t Other
Recorded By:

Roger Brevoort
Date: 11/19/80
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