
Rochester City Council 
 Community Development Committee 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

James Gray, Chairperson 

Elaine Lauterborn, Vice Chairperson 

Sandra Keans 

Jake Collins 

Donna Bogan 

Meeting Date: August 27, 2015 

Members Present: Councilor Bogan 
Councilor Collins 
Councilor Gray 
Councilor Keans (arrived 
during the meeting) 
Councilor Lauterborn 

Members Absent:  
None 

Guests/Staff: Julian Long, Community Development Coordinator 
Jennifer Marsh, Economic Development Specialist 
Karen Pollard, Economic Development Manager 
Dan Fitzpatrick, City Manager 
Stacey Marchionni, Revolution Taproom and Grill Owner, Foley 5K Run 
Organizer 
Mark Marchionni, Revolution Taproom and Grill Owner 
Mike Provost, Rochester Main Street Director 

 

Councilor Gray called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. Motion was made by Councilor 
Collins and seconded by Councilor Bogan to approve the July 23, 2015 minutes. The 
minutes were approved unanimously.    
 

Public Input There was no public input. 

Revolution Taproom 
and Grill 
Presentation 

Ms. Marchionni reminded the Committee that she had been referred to 
the Committee by the City Manager’s office. She stated that she had met 
with the Rochester Main Street Board of Directors, as the Committee had 
requested, and Mr. Provost said that the Board of Directors had passed a 
motion advocating for outdoor dining downtown in general and for a City 
ordinance that would allow all downtown restaurants an equitable 
opportunity to add outdoor dining. 
 
Councilor Gray asked Mr. Provost if the Board of Directors discussed 
compensation with private donors to the Factory Court project. Mr. 
Provost stated that the Board of Directors did discuss this but has decided 
not to make any further decisions until after an ordinance is passed. 
 
Ms. Pollard stated that the City Attorney has looked at similar ordinances 
in other cities. The Department of Building, Zoning, and Licensing 
Services has not yet looked at example ordinances. 
 
Councilor Gray asked the Committee if the Committee would be in favor 
of advocating for an outdoor dining ordinance. Councilor Lauterborn 



asked Ms. Pollard asked which cities have such ordinances, and Ms. 
Pollard replied that the Cities of Dover and Portsmouth both have outdoor 
dining ordinances. Councilors Lauterborn, Collins, and Bogan all stated 
they were supportive of such an ordinance. Councilor Collins requested a 
minimal licensing fee if such an ordinance is enacted, and Councilor Gray 
stated that a market-rate fee would need to be charged. 
 
Ms. Marchionni stated she was supportive of such an ordinance, as well. 
She also stated that she had spoken with a number of the private donors 
to the Factory Court project and that they were supportive of Revolution 
Taproom and Grill’s proposal for Factory Court. 
 
Mr. Provost stated that Rochester Main Street would like the ordinance to 
include bump-outs for sidewalk dining. Councilor Gray stated that both 
Rochester Main Street and Revolution Taproom and Grill should send 
letters to the City Manager’s office, copying the City Attorney and the 
Codes and Ordinances Committee, with any requests and suggestions. 
 
Motion was made by Councilor Lauterborn and seconded by Councilor 
Bogan to forward the outdoor dining ordinance proposal to the City 
Attorney and to the Codes and Ordinances Committee for further action. 
The motion passed unanimously.  

Other – Foley 5K 
Run Banners 

Ms. Marchionni requested permission from the Committee chair to present 
on the Foley 5K Run banner poles topic, under “Other Business,” and 
Councilor Gray granted permission. Ms. Pollard stated that the 
Department of Public Works presented this issue at the City managers 
meeting, and the City Manager referred the issue to the Community 
Development Committee. 
 
Ms. Marchionni stated that the Foley 5K Run would like to hang banners 
on poles across key City streets. She added that these poles could be 
used for other Citywide events, as well, such as events held at the 
Rochester Fairgrounds. She said the Foley 5K Run would be interested in 
temporary banner options if poles cannot be installed in time to advertise 
for the event. 
 
Councilor Lauterborn stated that the City Council has discussed the issue 
of banner poles before. Councilor Gray stated that he anticipated 
questions from City Council regarding the existing sign at the Community 
Center. Councilor Bogan stated that there is a need for across-street 
banners in the City, especially for festivals. She suggested that if poles 
could not be installed in time for the Foley 5K Run that other promotional 
locations, such as the Community Center and City Schools, be made 
available. 
 
Councilor Gray requested that Mr. Long get in touch with the Department 
of Public Works to obtain an estimated installation date and estimated 
cost for banner poles. Mr. Long indicated he would do so. 
 
Motion was made by Councilor Bogan and seconded by Councilor Collins 
to obtain an estimated installation date and a cost estimate for banner 
poles from the Department of Public Works. The motion passed 



unanimously. 

Farmers’ Market 
Presentation 

Ms. Marsh stated that she has discussed the farmers’ market with the City 
Attorney and reached out to Goodwin Community Health to establish a 
partnership. Ms. Marsh stated that the City Attorney told the farmer’s 
market steering committee to obtain a variance but that, when she 
attempted to obtain a variance, she was told the matter needed to go 
before City Council. 
 
Councilor Gray asked whether the farmers’ market steering committee 
has considered locations other than the Rochester Commons, as was 
requested by the Community Development Committee at last month’s 
meeting. Mr. Provost stated that they are now considering using the end 
of the Rochester Commons near the gazebo. Ms. Marsh stated that they 
have obtained letters of support from Arthur’s Market and the Care 
Pharmacy. 
 
Ms. Marsh also stated that the proposed date of the farmers’ market has 
been changed from Saturday mornings to Tuesday late afternoons. This 
is to avoid conflicts with the City of Portsmouth’s farmers’ market. 
 
Councilors Lauterborn stated she was pleased with the refinements made 
to the farmers’ market proposal. Councilor Collins asked if the Department 
of Recreation and Arena approves of the proposal, and Ms. Marsh stated 
that it does. 
 
Councilor Gray stated that, if the market occurs on City land, a variance is 
not required. He also stated that the farmers’ market steering committee 
should discuss clean-up and trash removal responsibilities with the 
vendors and Department of Public Works. 

CDBG Projects 
Program Report 

Mr. Long gave brief updates on the Hanson Pines Pavilion and Rochester 
Public Library HVAC projects. The Hanson Pines Pavilion project has now 
been completed. The project went slightly over budget, but the Public 
Library HVAC project is expected to be completed under budget. 
Councilor Gray asked if the overage is great enough that City Council 
review and approval is required, and Mr. Long stated that it is below the 
threshold that triggers that requirement. The Public Library HVAC project 
will go out to bid within a few days. 
 
Mr. Fitzpatrick entered the meeting. 
 
Mr. Long gave a brief update on the Job Opportunity Benefit (JOB) Loan 
Program. All loan payments are up to date. Councilor Collins stated that 
the City has been getting a good return on the loans. 
 
Councilor Keans entered the meeting. 
 
Mr. Fitzpatrick asked about the status of the Foley 5K Run banners and 
farmers’ market issues. Councilor Gray provided a summary of the 
discussions and Committee decisions regarding these two agenda items. 

Other Business Mr. Long distributed a letter from the SHARE Fund announcing the 
expansion of its operations into Farmington and an NHPR article on a 



HUD lead grant award to the City of Manchester. 

 
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Lauterborn and seconded by Councilor 
Collins. The vote to adjourn was unanimous. The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting – SEPTEMBER 24, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room at City 
Hall 
Topics – Continuing CDBG Projects, Future CDBG Projects 
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HUD Grants Lead Remediation Money To
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The hallway outside a Manchester apartment is coated in chipping lead paint.
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Manchester is getting a $2.9 million grant from the U.S Department of Housing and Urban
Development to remediate lead hazards in 175 housing units.

While this is the fourth time the Queen City has received the federal grant, the announcement from
Senator Jeanne Shaheen's ofÖce comes on the heels of a new state law aimed at educating families
about lead hazards, and as one of the state's largest landlords faces a lawsuit over lead
contamination in a Manchester apartment complex.

Chipping lead paint is a health hazard around the state, especially in low-income housing. Lead is a
powerful neurotoxin that can cause permanent cognitive disabilities, especially in children under
six.

Lead paint was banned under federal law in 1978, but Todd Fleming with Manchester’s Planning
Department points out New Hampshire has one of the oldest housing stocks in the country.

"The majority of the housing stock within Manchester is built before 1978," says Fleming. "So
basically anything before 1978 could have lead."
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Lawsuit highlights a statewide problem

Lead poisoning is most often a problem for low-income children, who are more likely to live in old,
dilapidated housing. But a high-proÖle case heading to court in mid-September proves an exception
to that rule.

Almost forty tenants of Mill West, a luxury apartment complex on Manchester's waterfront, are
suing their landlord, Brady Sullivan Properties, and a contractor for lead exposure. A spring
construction project in the building coated nearly all the apartments in Mill West - and some in a
neighboring Brady Sullivan property - with high concentrations of lead dust. The EPA forced a clean
up (http://nhpr.org/post/epa-takes-action-against-brady-sullivan-properties-hazardous-lead-
contamination) in the building, but not before Brady Sullivan downplayed the health risk the lead
dust posed to its tenants (http://nhpr.org/post/brady-sullivan-downplayed-health-risk-lead-dust-
tenants).

By most accounts, New Hampshire's lead laws lag behind neighboring states
(http://nhpr.org/post/child-lead-poisoning-public-health-problem-out-public-eye). Even under the
law passed in the last legislative session, the Granite State only requires a landlord to remediate
lead once a child in the unit has a blood lead level of 10 micrograms per deciliter - that is double the
rate the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention consider poisoned.

The new law also aims to close the gap on childhood lead screening. In 2013, only 16.5 percent of
New Hampshire children six years and under were screened for lead. Massachusetts and Vermont
screen children at rates approximately four Öve times higher (http://nhpr.org/post/new-hampshire-
lags-testing-kids-lead).

In 2013, the most recent year with available statistics, more than 1,000 children in New Hampshire
were poisoned by lead. Manchester is one of 14 cities, counties and state
(http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?
src=/press/press_releases_media_advisories/2015/HUDNo_15-104) targeted with the HUD grant.
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