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Meeting Date: September 24, 2015 

Members Present: Councilor Bogan 
Councilor Collins 
Councilor Gray 
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Members Absent:  
Councilor Keans 

Guests/Staff: Julian Long, Community Development Coordinator 
Joanna Gagnon, Courage Wall Supporter 
Nevaeh Breton, Courage Wall Supporter 
Jessica Meserve, Courage Wall Organizer 

 

Councilor Gray called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. Motion was made by Councilor 
Collins and seconded by Councilor Lauterborn to approve the August 27, 2015 minutes. 
The minutes were approved unanimously.    
 

Public Input There was no public input. 

Courage Wall 
Presentation 

Ms. Meserve requested the Committee’s support for bringing the Courage 
Wall, a community art project of the organization We Live Big, to the City 
of Rochester. She expressed concerns over the heroin deaths that have 
been reported in Rochester recently, and she advocated for the Courage 
Wall as a way to help prevent substance abuse in the community. She 
also mentioned that she had been in touch with Bridging the Gaps: The 
Rochester Community Coalition for Alcohol and Drug Prevention to 
potentially coordinate efforts and was interested in a high-activity area for 
the Courage Wall location, such as the Rochester Commons or 
Community Center. 
 
Ms. Breton stated that she was concerned about the substance abuse 
issues in the community, as well as school bullying. She added that she 
believed the Courage Wall would help her learn to express and stand up 
for herself. 
 
Councilor Bogan expressed concerns about potential vandalism. Ms. 
Meserve volunteered to do daily checks on the Courage Wall installation.  
 
Councilor Lauterborn mentioned that the Community Center is a high-
activity area and suitable for the project. She also stated that the Courage 
Wall project proposal had been referred to the Arts and Culture 
Commission, as well. 
 
Councilor Collins expressed support for the project and asked for some 



additional background information from Ms. Meserve. Ms. Meserve stated 
that she was a 2006 graduate of Spaulding High School and had loved 
ones who were affected negatively by the heroin addiction increase in the 
community. 
 
Ms. Meserve and Ms. Breton stated that they would handle fundraising to 
cover the associated costs of the project. 
 
Councilor Gray asked Mr. Long to serve as liaison with Ms. Meserve, to 
look into the requirements for obtaining space in the Community Center 
for the project, and to develop written policies for the proposed project. 
Councilor Gray also requested that the Courage Wall proposal be added 
to the October Community Development Committee meeting agenda. Mr. 
Long stated that he would do so. 
  

Consolidated Annual 
Performance and 
Evaluation Report 

Mr. Long gave a brief overview of the draft Consolidated Annual 
Performance and Evaluation Report, due by September 30th. Overall, the 
City of Rochester met or exceeded its set goals for CDBG program 
performance. The Committee did not request any revisions to the draft 
report. 

CDBG Projects 
Program Report 

Mr. Long gave a brief update on the Rochester Public Library HVAC 
project. A bid invitation was reissued, and one bid was received. Mr. Long 
also mentioned that Project PRIDE is now known as MY TURN. 
 
Councilor Lauterborn asked if the newly-constructed Hanson Pines 
Pavilion is being used. Mr. Long stated that the pavilion is used daily, 
often by students at the neighboring Spaulding High School. 
 
Councilor Gray provided updates on Bridging the Gaps developments. 
There are a number of reports due to be submitted to the Substance and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) over the next several 
months. Mr. Long stated that a corrective action update was provided to 
SAMHSA this month. Councilor Gray also mentioned that Bridging the 
Gaps has arranged to use the Rochester Police Benevolent Association’s 
501(c)(3) status for fundraising.  
 
Councilor Gray requested that information on the Rochester Public 
Library’s status as a public cooling and heating center be mentioned to 
HUD when the Rochester Library HVAC project is reported. Mr. Long 
stated that he had a note in his files to do so in the FY 2015-2016 
CAPER. 
 
Mr. Long stated that news reports indicate a potential federal government 
shutdown starting October 1st. He added that he had consulted with 
relevant City staff and did not believe a shutdown would have major 
immediate impacts on the CDBG or Bridging the Gaps programs. 

Other Business Mr. Long distributed a news article on new HUD funding guidelines that 
reward grant applicants that have sought to reduce the “criminalization of 
homelessness” and that penalize grant applicants that create panhandling 
ordinances, loitering ordinances, etc., that HUD believes target homeless 
persons. Councilor Gray mentioned the homeless presence behind the 



Home Depot. 

 
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Lauterborn and seconded by Councilor Bogan. 
The vote to adjourn was unanimous. The meeting was adjourned at 6:49 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting – OCTOBER 22, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room at City Hall 
Topics – Courage Wall Presentation, Continuing CDBG Projects, Future CDBG Projects 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 



 



 



 



NATIONALHOMELESS.ORG     

HUD PUTS TEETH INTO EFFORT TO STOP CRIMINALIZING HOMELESS
PEOPLE
Written by admin on September 18, 2015. Posted in Uncategorized

The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has released a Notice of Funding
Availability (NOFA) for the Continuum of Care (CoC) Program for $1.89 billion for Fiscal Year 2015.
The CoC Program distributes funding to homeless projects in communities throughout the nation. The
deadline for applying for the FY 2015 CoC Program Competition is November 20.

For the first time, HUD will examine whether applicant communities are preventing the criminalization
of those experiencing homelessness. In a 2014 report, the National Coalition for the Homeless (NCH)
found over 70 cities that had or were considering restricting the sharing of food with people who were
homeless. Other laws that disproportionately affect people without a permanent home include bans on
camping in public spaces, bans on loitering or begging, even limits to the time someone can spend
sitting or lying down on a city sidewalk or park bench.

“The National Coalition for the Homeless is pleased to see HUD continuing the federal proactive
approach against the continued criminalization of people experiencing homelessness,” state Megan
Hustings, Interim Director, NCH. “NCH is the leading homeless civil rights organization in the nation
and have been advocating for this position for at least two decades and our advocacy has finally paid
off. If communities continue to enforce anti-homeless ordinances, now they risk losing valuable
points in their CoC application, which means a potential loss of funding,” continued Hustings.

Specifically, the NOFA states that up to 2 points will be awarded to applicants that demonstrate their
communities have implemented specific strategies that prevent criminalization of homelessness,
affirm further fair housing, and ensure that outreach is conducted to homeless individuals and
families who are least likely to request housing or services in the absence of special outreach.

This is especially critical given the recent Department of Justice [DOJ] statement of interest in the Bell v
Boise, et.al. case where DOJ argued that for communities that lack housing alternatives of for
homeless people, anti-camping ordinances violate the US Constitutions 8th Amendment as “cruel and
unusual punishment” and as “misguided public policy.”

“It is a new day for protecting the civil rights of homeless people. Lets hope that this is a wake up call
for communities to now focus on creating affordable housing that will end and prevent
homelessness,” states John Parvensky, Board Chair, NCH and CEO of the Colorado Coalition for the
Homeless.

NCH is an advocacy organization focused on organizing and giving a voice to those who have
experienced homelessness. NCH’s mission is to prevent and end homelessness while ensuring the
immediate needs of those experiencing homelessness are met and their civil rights protected.
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