
Rochester City Council 
 Community Development Committee 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Elaine Lauterborn, Chairperson 

Donna Bogan, Vice Chairperson 

Tom Abbott 

Ray Barnett 

A. Raymond Varney, Jr.  

Meeting Date: Thursday, January 28, 2016 

Members Present: Mayor McCarley 
Councilor Lauterborn 
Councilor Bogan 
Deputy Mayor Varney 
Councilor Abbott 
Councilor Barnett 

Members Absent:  
None 

Guests/Staff: Karen Pollard, Economic Development Manager 
Mike Provost, Executive Director, Rochester Main Street 
Stacey Marchionne, Owner, Revolution Taproom and Grill 
Rad Nichols, Executive Director, COAST  

 

Councilor Lauterborn called the meeting to order at 6:56 p.m. Motion was made by 
Councilor Bogan and seconded by Deputy Mayor Varney to approve the December 10, 
2015 minutes. The minutes were approved unanimously. Mr. Long, the Community 
Development Coordinator is unavailable for the meeting due to a family emergency.    
 

Public Input There was no public input. 

COAST Bus 
Presentation 

The City has financially supported COAST for many years. The requested 
funding by COAST for FY17 has increased 9.27%, or $10,079, due to 
increased ridership. Kenn Ortmann is the current Chair of the COAST 
Board and Rochester representative. Route 2 has a 17.5% increase in 
Rochester ridership, and Route 6 has a 30% increase in Rochester 
ridership. COAST is working with Waterstone developers to have a full 
bus stop in Phase 1 and a secondary stop in Phase 2 located at the 
Granite State Business Park development. The route currently stops at 
Wal-Mart. They anticipate significant increased ridership from the new 
stops. ACTION: Economic Development Manager Pollard to work with 
COAST on selecting a Granite State Business Park stop location. 
 
Beginning in FY17, COAST will refund 50% of advertising profits to 
communities who fully fund the program AND who have voted to allow 
advertising on bus shelters. To date, Rochester is the only community to 
do both. The full Power Point presentation and funding request are 
included as an attachment to these minutes. The Committee 
recommended the full request be placed into the General Overhead 
portion of the municipal budget for review during the regular cycle.    

Lease of Factory 
Court 

Manager Pollard gave a synopsis of the status of Revolution Taproom 
and Grill’s request to lease the Factory Court space owned by the City. 
Councilor Bogan asked what the benefits of allowing a sub-lease from the 



current leasor, Rochester Main Street, were to the City, as there would be 
no revenue. The Committee discussed the highest and best use for the 
space. Revolution Taproom and Grill owner Ms. Marchionni stated she 
would prefer to lease directly from the City. Rochester Main Street 
Executive Director Provost stated that he could not speak for the Board of 
Directors, who were planning on negotiating a lease with Revolution 
Taproom. The Committee discussed the benefits of leasing directly to 
Revolution Taproom and Grill. Mr. Provost spoke of the maintenance 
needed in Factory Court, including painting the arches. Mr. Provost also 
stated that Rochester Main Street would like to relocate the stage and to 
retain the use of the bulletin board and that Main Street has been paying 
for electricity. Once the stage is removed, a safety railing may need 
installation. 
 
Councilor Varney was in favor of a direct lease to Revolution Taproom 
and Grill and for the City taking over the maintenance of Factory Court. 
Ms. Marchionni stated that she is very supportive of Rochester Main 
Street and offered to host a fundraiser completely at the restaurant’s 
expense to benefit the organization. Improvements to make Central 
Square handicapped accessible have been submitted through the CIP 
budget for $9,000. It was recommended that these improvements be 
made in time to relocate the Rochester Main Street concerts for the 2016 
summer season. Mr. Long will look at CDBG funding “leftover” from other 
FY 2015-2016 CDBG projects that may be applied to Central Square 
improvements.  

Factory Court 
ACTION ITEM 

Councilor Bogan made a MOTION, Councilor Barnett SECONDED, to  
RECOMMEND FOR ACTION TO FULL COUNCIL:  
 

 To forgo renewal of the one-year lease of Factory Court to 
Rochester Main Street;  

 To assume the maintenance and care of Factory Court by the City 
of Rochester; 

 To enter into a lease with Revolution Taproom for the 2016 outdoor 
dining season; 

 To allow the relocation of the stage in Factory Court to Central 
Square, for the purpose of relocating Rochester Main Street’s 
Brown Bag Concert Series; and 

 To authorize a SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION of $9,000 in 
capital improvements to Central Square to make it handicapped 
accessible for the 2016 summer season. 
    

MOTION was APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. Directions were given to 
Manager Pollard for an e-mail to the City Council on Friday, prior to the 
City Council meeting on Tuesday, February 2nd.  

CDBG Grant 
Applications 

Mr. Long has sent a link to all receive CDBG and general City funding 
applications for FY 2016-2017 to the Committee electronically via 
Dropbox. Councilor Lauterborn summarized the CDBG Committee grant 
review and decision-making process. Deputy Mayor Varney asked about 
the lack of an application from Rochester Child Care. He also presented a 
spreadsheet created from the data provided and asked after the 
customary documentation comparing requests from organizations. 



Presentations from non-profit organizations are scheduled for Monday, 
February 8th at 7 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.  

Future Agenda Items Councilor Lauterborn reviewed the Council Rules of Order and the charge 
of the Community Development Committee. Councilor Lauterborn also 
suggested Committee members read the potential future agenda items 
and enjoy the variety of topics.  

 
Motion to adjourn was made by Councilor Bogan and seconded by Councilor Abbott. 
The vote to adjourn was unanimous. The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Next Meeting – Monday, February 8, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers at 
City Hall 
Topic – Presentations by FY 2016-2017 Grant Applicants, CDBG FY 2016-2017 Annual 
Action Plan (First Review), CDBG Projects Program Report  









































































Rochester City Council 
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MEETING MINUTES 

Elaine Lauterborn, Chairperson 

Donna Bogan, Vice Chairperson 

Tom Abbott 

Ray Barnett 

A. Raymond Varney, Jr.  

Meeting Date: January 28, 2016 

Action Item: Lease of Factory Court  

Motion & Second: MOTION made by Vice-Chair Donna Bogan, SECOND by Ray Barnett. 
APPROVED unanimously by the committee 

 

RECCOMENDATION FOR ACTION TO FULL COUNCIL:  
 

 To DISCONTINUE the lease of Factory Court to Rochester Main Street.  

 To assume the maintenance and care of Factory Court by the City of Rochester.  

 To enter into a lease with Revolution Taproom for the 2016 outdoor dining 
season. 

 To allow the relocation of the stage in Factory Court to Central Square, for the 
purpose of relocating the Brown Bag Concert Series.  

 To authorize a SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION of up to $9,000 in capital 
improvements to Central Square to make it handicapped accessible for the 2016 
summer season.   

 
 
 

 


