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	City of Rochester, New Hampshire

                  Building, Zoning & Licensing Dept.
31 Wakefield Street * Rochester, NH 03867

(603) 332-3508 * Fax (603) 509-1912
Web Site: www.rochesternh.net



MINUTES OF THE ROCHESTER ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING OF JANUARY 14, 2015
(Approved February 11, 2015)

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.

Roll Call:

Roll call was taken with the following members present:
Members Present




    

Members Excused
Ralph Torr, Chair




    

Robert Goldstein
Lawrence Spector, Vice Chair

Robert Gates







Members Absent

Randy Lavallee






Leo Brodeur, Alternate
Fidae Azouri, Alternate








Also present:  Jim Grant, Director of Building, Zoning & Licensing
                       Karen L. Grenier, Building, Zoning & Licensing Secretary
These minutes are the legal record of the meeting and are in the format of an overview of the Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting.  It is neither intended nor is it represented that this is a full transcription.  A recording of the meeting is on file in the Planning & Development Office for a limited time for reference purposes.  It may be copied for a fee.

Approval of Minutes:

The minutes of December 10, 2014 were reviewed. Mr. Gates made a motion to accept the minutes as written, Mr. LaVallee seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote.

The Chair asked if members had any conflict with tonight’s case.  There were no conflicts.  The Chair stated the four regular members and one alternate would be voting on the cases this evening. 
New Cases:

2015-01  Application by Jesse Coletti for a Special Exception to have an

outside storage yard for equipment parking only, in the Highway Commercial Zone, in accordance to the City’s Zoning Ordinance, Article 42, Section 22 (c) (3).

Location:
15 Milton Rd. Map 222 Lot 92, Highway Commercial Zone.
This first case was postponed to the February 11, 2015 meeting as applicant had a family emergency in Colorado.

Mr. Torr asked if there was anyone here for this case, if so, it was okay to leave.

2015-02 Application by Dyann O’Rourke for a Special Exception to permit a family group child care facility in her home ( daycare 2), in accordance to the City’s Zoning Ordinance, Article 42, Section 22 . Location: 144 Rochester Hill Rd. Map 243 Lot 10, Residential 2 Zone

Mr. and Mrs. O’Rourke approached the podium.  Mr. O’Rourke read the narrative and the special exception base criteria form. He stated the hours of operation.  He also mentioned they would be extending their chain link fence.
The Chair asked if anyone wanted to speak for or against this case.  No one came forward.  

The Chair asked if the board had any questions.  They had none for the applicants.
Mr. Torr asked Mr. Grant if there were any comments from the City?  Mr. Grant stated no, as he sees the need for childcare in Rochester and this use was allowed by special exception.  There were no comments from the City Manager.  Mr. Azouri asked Mr. Grant what the difference was between a daycare two and daycare three.  Mr. Grant explained the differences.
Mr. Grant read the letter from the abutter at 142 Rochester Hill Rd. and the request for a six foot vinyl fence on the stonewall side of the property.  The Chair asked the applicant if he knew why this was a request by his neighbor?  Mr. O’Rourke understood the request because when the abutter is outdoors on his deck the fence would provide privacy.  Mr. O’Rourke agreed to install the fence.

Mr. Gates asked the applicant about what length of a fence would be needed?
The applicant stated probably about eighty feet.

Mr. Gates moved to grant the special exception as submitted with the caveat to install a six (6) foot vinyl fence to be placed on the appropriate lot line up to eighty (80) feet in length and was agreeable to the applicant and the abutter.

Mr. Azouri seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote of the voting members.

Mr. Grant advised that if anyone is directly aggrieved by this project they have thirty days from today to appeal.  He directed the applicant must go to Planning and file a project narrative form.
The Chair took a moment to thank Rose Marie Rogers who recently retired from the board.  She served for many years and we want to thank her for her service and wish her luck on her retirement.

2015-03   Application by Gosport Properties, LLC for a Special Exception  to permit a non-profit cat rescue facility as provided in Article 42, Section 22, Table 18E, of the City’s Zoning Ordinance. Location: 10 Main St. Map 142 Lot 3, Office Commercial Zone.
Ms. Ruth McMann of Gosport Properties and Kelly Bowen of Cat Rescue approached the podium and addressed the Board.  Ms. McMann read the special exception base criteria sheet and spoke about the business.  Kelly Bowen explained her passion for her non-profit business and the hours of operation.
The Chair asked if anyone wanted to speak for or against this special exception.  No one came forward.  The Chair asked if any board members had any questions, there were no questions.  Mr. Gates made a motion to pass the special exception
as presented.  Mr. LaValle seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously
by roll call vote.

Mr. Grant advised anyone aggrieved by this decision has 30 days from today to appeal.

He also directed the applicant to go to Planning and file a project narrative form.

Other Business:


Re-Election of Officers


Revision of By-Laws


Mr. Gates nominated Mr. Torr to serve as Chair of the Zoning Board of Adjustment for 

the 2015 year.  Mr. LaValle seconded the nomination.  The vote was closed, and 
unanimously 
passed from the voting members.
Mr. Gates nominated Mr. Spector to serve as Vice-Chair of the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the 2015 year.  Mr. Spector seconded the nomination.  The vote was closed, and unanimously passed from the voting members.
The By-Laws: The Chair turned it over to the Zoning Officer, Jim Grant.  He discussed the housekeeping issues that have been updated.  Mr. Grant suggested the absence cards go to Council for re-appointment purposes.  Mr. Spector did not agree, as we have the board for that.  There was a lot of discussion for excused absences and unexcused absences.  Mr. Spector stated how easy it is to make a phone call if one cannot make the meeting.  It was decided by the members to leave the limit as it is stated in the current by-laws.  
The Chair also stated when the board members take any classes that it be reported to the City Clerk so when the terms are up for renewing that would show on their records.
Adjournment:

Mr. Gates moved to adjourn at 7:30 p.m., seconded by Mr. LaVallee.  The motion passed unanimously by roll call vote. 

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Grenier
Karen L. Grenier, Building, Zoning & Licensing Secretary
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